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Probate Compromise List 
  
The Supreme Court has instituted a dedicated list for probate actions which are settled at 
mediation. The list will commence in August 2026. 
 
The Probate Compromise List judge will sit once a month, usually in the third week of the 
month, and will hear and decide probate actions which have settled at mediation. Oral reasons 
will usually be given. 
 
The list is currently capped at four matters; depending upon demand, consideration will be 
given to a supplementary list. 
 
The aim of the new list is to allow the efficient and timely disposal of these actions, such that 
the maximum delay between the mediation and final orders is four weeks. To that end: 
 

• Mediation registrars will make orders at the conclusion of the mediation, 
programming the matter to an uncontested hearing in the next Probate Compromise 
List, on a specified date. 

 
• Submissions in support will be limited to no more than three pages. As the matter 

has been settled, no responsive submissions will be ordered. 
 
If the mediation finishes during normal business hours, the Court will endeavour to extract the 
orders on that day, otherwise, the orders will be extracted the next working day. 
 
The Court encourages junior practitioners to appear at these hearings so that they may gain 
valuable Court experience. 
 
Standard programming orders are attached. Practitioners are encouraged to review these orders 
before mediation in case any changes are required to suit the particular case.   
 
 
 
Principal Registrar Griffin | Supreme Court of Western Australia  
 
 
 
 



PROBATE ACTION COMPROMISED AT MEDIATION 

STANDARD POST MEDIATION PROGRAMMING ORDERS 

 
 
[MATTER DETAILS] 
 
 
IT IS ORDERED THAT: 
 
 
1. The [parties/plaintiff/defendant] have leave to set the matter down for trial on an unopposed 

basis pursuant to O 73 r 19 of the Rules of the Supreme Court 1971 (WA) on DATE [next 
Probate Compromise List which is more than 7 days away]. 

 
 
2. [BY - specify date which is 7 DAYS BEFORE LIST] the [plaintiff/defendant] is to file and 

serve a minute of the orders the parties seek to resolve the matter. 
   
 
3. [BY - specify date which is 7 DAYS BEFORE LIST] the [plaintiff/defendant] file and 

serve affidavit/s in support of the orders sought (only if required) and submissions, limited 
to three pages, in support of the orders sought.  

 
 
4. [BY - specify date which is 3 DAYS FROM DATE OF ORDERS] the [plaintiff/defendant] 

is to file the Entry for Trial with an estimated hearing time of [1 hour].   
 

 


