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QUINLAN CJ:   The Court sits this afternoon to welcome the 

Honourable Justice Joshua Thomson to the Court.  Justice 

Thomson was sworn in as a judge of the Court, a judge of 

Appeal, and as the fourth President of the Court of Appeal 

on 10 June this year.  In gathering here, we acknowledge 

the Traditional Custodians of the land on which the Court 

sits, the Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation, and pay our 

respects to their elders, past and present. 

 

 We warmly welcome members of his Honour’s family who 

are here present.  His Honour’s wife, Dr Rae-Chi Huang, and 

their daughters, Aurelia and Gianna, his Honour’s mother, 

Dr Judith Thomson, his Honour’s sister, Dr Susmita Thomson, 

and his Honour’s brother, Mr Nathaniel Thomson.  

Nathaniel’s wife, Dr Laura Parker Thomson, and their 

children, Beatrice, Eleanor and Theodore, are with us today 

via the live stream video link, and we welcome many other 

members of his Honour’s extended family, colleagues and 

friends. 

 

 We also welcome many other distinguished guests here 

this afternoon, including their Honours Justices Banks-

Smith, Jackson and Vandongen of the Federal Court of 

Australia;  her Honour Justice Gail Sutherland, Chief Judge 

of the Family Court of Western Australia;  her Honour Judge 

Julie Wager, Chief Judge of the District Court of Western 

Australia, and many of our judicial brothers and sisters 

from the District Court;  his Honour, Judge Hylton Quail, 

President of the Children’s Court;  her Honour Deputy Chief 

Magistrate Elizabeth Woods;  Ms Joanne Stampalia PSM, 

Deputy Director of the Department of Justice;  Ms Kelly 

Martinelli, Executive Manager of the Supreme Court;  Mr 

Craig Bydder SC, Solicitor-General for Western Australia;  

Mr Robert Owen SC, Director of Public Prosecutions for 

Western Australia;  Ms Catriona Macleod, President of the 

Women Lawyers of Western Australia, together with many past 

members of this and other courts. 

 

 Finally, I welcome those who will address the court 

this afternoon, the Honourable Attorney General, Dr Tony 

Buti MLA;  Mr Gary Mack, President of the Law Society of 

Western Australia;  and Ms Julie Taylor SC, President of 

the WA Bar Association.  Those at the bar table will soon 

set out Justice Thomson’s significant academic achievements 

and his remarkable legal career, spanning over 30 years and 

reaching the highest level of the legal profession in a 

moment. 

 

 I will not pre-empt what they have to say.  I would 
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observe, however, that there was a certain inevitability 

associated with Justice Thomson’s appointment to this 

Court.  His Honour’s talents and promise were clear from 

the earliest of times.  The name Paul Dudley Walden is 

probably unfamiliar to many, if not all of you.  Mr Walden 

was a musician from the British island territory of Jersey 

who had very early success on the ARIA charts in 1990, the 

year that Justice Thomson began law school with his single, 

‘Infinity’. 

 

 For those of us who were with Justice Thomson at law 

school in that year, however, Paul Dudley Walden’s stage 

name was very familiar to us and for that reason also 

quickly became the nickname of our fellow student, the 

young Joshua Thomson.  For Paul Dudley Walden’s stage name 

was Guru Josh, and it was a name that fit perfectly for our 

new friend, who was someone not only of conspicuous talent, 

but great industry, and who quickly became the font of all 

knowledge for his contemporaries. 

 

 So Joshua Thomson became our Guru Josh, and the rest, 

as they say, is history.  Justice Thomson was sworn in, of 

course, not only as a judge of the Court and judge of 

Appeal, but as the President of the Court of Appeal.  In 

that capacity, his Honour now holds a vital leadership role 

in the Western Australian judiciary.  Part of that role is, 

no doubt, to provide intellectual leadership to the Court 

so as to ensure both the consistent application of 

principle in the administration of justice, and that the 

law remains in a serviceable state and continues to serve 

the needs of the contemporary Western Australian community. 

 

 His Honour’s contribution to the law in this regard 

is, we are sure, assured.  Beyond intellectual leadership, 

however, is an aspect of modern judicial leadership that 

is, perhaps, of even greater importance.  Judicial 

leadership in the 21st century requires that the individual 

judge, whether as head of jurisdiction, head of a division, 

or presiding in the courtroom, genuinely cares about those 

around them and cares that justice is administered in a way 

that respects the dignity of all its participants. 

 

 For a head of jurisdiction or a head of division, that 

requires the judicial leader to be attentive to the 

wellbeing of their colleagues, to build a supportive and 

collegiate working environment, and to give the particular 

qualities of each member of the Court the space to 

flourish.  This is by no means an easy task.  It should 

never be approached glibly, and it is never achieved alone, 

but requires the constant support of others.  It is, 
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nevertheless, essential to the administration of justice. 

 

 In the short time that Justice Thomson has been with 

us on the Court, his Honour’s commitment to these values 

has been on full display.  We are confident that this 

commitment will endure, and it will bear much fruit for the 

administration of justice in this State in the years to 

come.  Justice Thomson, the judges, master, registrars, and 

staff of the Court are delighted to have you join us on the 

Court and bring your talents to our work, and that Rae-Chi, 

Aurelia and Gianna join the family of the Court.  We stand 

ready to support you in your work and look forward to what 

will no doubt be a distinguished, long judicial career.  

Yes, Mr Attorney. 

 

BUTI, DR:   May it please the Court.  Thank you, Chief 

Justice Quinlan.  I would like to begin by recognising the 

distinguished guests welcomed by your Honour this 

afternoon, and also my Cabinet colleague, the Honourable 

Reece Whitby, and my former Cabinet colleague, the 

Honourable John Quigley, and also my parliamentary 

colleague, Simon Millman.  I also pay respects to the 

Traditional Owners, the Whadjuk people of the Noongar 

nation, their elders past, present and emerging.  It is my 

great honour to appear here today on behalf of the State of 

Western Australia and the Government, as well as the people 

of Western Australia, to welcome Justice Joshua Thomson to 

the Supreme Court of Western Australia as the President of 

the Court of Appeal. 

 

 Like the Chief Justice, I also welcome Justice 

Thomson’s family and friends who are here with us this 

afternoon in person or are joining us by video link.  Your 

Honour obtained your Bachelor of Laws degree from the 

University of Western Australia, graduating in 1994 with 

First Class Honours.  Your Honour excelled at UWA and 

during your undergraduate degree were awarded many prizes, 

including the Harold H. Glass Memorial Prize in Torts, the 

Sly & Weigall Prize in Principles of Company Law, Kott 

Gunning Prize in Environmental Law and the Ferrier Hodgson 

& Co Prize in Corporate Insolvency. 

 

 In 1994, your Honour was the recipient of the Hackett 

Scholarship, awarded to the top five UWA undergraduates 

across all disciplines.  Your Honour then attended the 

University of Oxford where you graduated with a Bachelor of 

Civil Law in 1996 after being admitted to practice as a 

lawyer in 1995.  After working at the Western Australian 

Crown Solicitor’s Office for seven years, your Honour was 

elected to the Western Australian Bar in 2001. 
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 Your Honour has had a distinguished and extensive 

practice at the Bar, including building and construction 

matters, contractual and insolvency disputes, 

administrative and constitutional law matters and native 

title claims.  Your Honour’s eminence in the law was 

recognised by appointment as Senior Counsel in 2012.  In 

2018, your Honour was appointed Solicitor-General of 

Western Australia and occupied this position until 2023 

when your Honour returned to the Bar.  As Solicitor-General 

for Western Australia, your Honour acted for the State and 

the High Court of Australia on cases of major importance, 

including the constitutional validity of closing the 

State’s borders during the COVID-19 pandemic and of the 

Iron Ore Processing (Mineralogy Proprietary Limited) 

Agreement Amendment Act 2020 Western Australia. 

 

 In the midst of a busy practice, your Honour has also 

found time to contribute to the wider profession and the 

community.  This has included membership of the Legal 

Services Council, editing the Western Australian Reports 

and serving on the council of St Hilda’s Anglican School 

for Girls.  Justice Thomson, your appointment is testament 

to your exceptional ability and your dedication to the law 

and the wider community.  You bring to the Court a wealth 

of experience and expertise that will serve the people of 

Western Australia well.  On behalf of the Government and 

the people of Western Australia, I congratulate you on your 

appointment and wish you all the very best as you continue 

in your service to the people of Western Australia.  May it 

please the Court. 

 

QUINLAN CJ:   Thank you, Mr Attorney.  Yes, Mr Mack. 

 

MACK, MR:   May it please the Court.  It’s my privilege to 

appear today representing the Law Society of Western 

Australia, in welcoming the Honourable Justice Joshua 

Thomson as a justice of this Court and the President of the 

Court of Appeal of Western Australia.  The Law Society 

acknowledges his Honour’s impressive and extensive career.  

His Honour’s numerous achievements commenced at school, 

where he initially won a general exhibition and thereafter, 

as has been stated, six further university awards, 

culminating in the Hackett Scholarship, which was used to 

support his study at Oxford University. 

 

 His Honour was a prolific author.  His Honour was the 

lead author in the book and looseleaf service Commercial 

Contract Clauses: Principles & Interpretation, as well as 

authoring 12 academic articles.  These articles are both 



RK  SC/CIV/PE/CE 1/1900 

5/8/25  6 

16.29  

diverse and interesting, and by way of some examples, one 

article is titled, ‘No Case Submissions’, that was 

published in 1997.  Another, and a very important topic, is 

‘Finding Judges – Appointment, Diversity Then and Now’.  

And a further example is of an article published in 2024, 

‘Fairness, Legal Reasoning and Judicial Technique’. 

 

 His Honour joined the Law Society when he was called 

to the Bar in March 2001.  As a member of the Law Society, 

his Honour gave generously of his time, sitting on the Law 

Society’s Administrative Committee, Constitutional and 

Migration Committees, CPD Committee, General and Commercial 

Litigation Committee, and Insolvency and Restructuring 

Committee.  In addition, his Honour has supported and 

attended numerous Law Society events over many years, as 

well as offered his services as a speaker at the many CPD 

seminars offered by the Society. 

 

 The Law Society is very appreciative of this support 

and the contribution that his Honour has made to the 

Society.  His Honour has contributed to the professional 

community in other ways, not just through his contributions 

to the Law Society, but as has been said, but also by being 

an active member of the Legal Practice Board, legal 

academia through the University of Western Australia’s 

Faculty of Law Advisory Board, editor and then consulting 

editor of the Western Australian Reports. 

 

 As Solicitor-General, his Honour worked with the Legal 

Practice Board and others to facilitate Western Australia 

successfully joining the Uniform Law Scheme, together with 

New South Wales and Victoria.  As Solicitor-General, his 

Honour was a key driver and facilitator in the preparatory 

stages and in the lead-up to Western Australia joining the 

Uniform Law Scheme and adopting Uniform Law. 

 

 His Honour was Western Australia’s representative 

initially as a visitor, but then as a substantive member of 

the Legal Services Council after WA officially adopted the 

Uniform Law.  His Honour’s knowledge of the machinery of 

government and public policy, his understanding of Western 

Australia’s interests and his excellent working 

relationships with Government, in particular with the 

longstanding previous Attorney General and other 

participants in the Legal Services Council, meant that 

Western Australia’s interests were not only protected, but 

the whole process of joining the Uniform Law Scheme and 

adopting Uniform Law went seamlessly. 

 

 As has already been mentioned, in addition to his 
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legal contributions, his Honour has found time to 

contribute to the committee in other ways, and he served on 

the governing council of a prominent girls’ school.  

Finally, to conclude, the Right Honourable Sir Bernard 

McCloskey KC, Lord Justice of Appeal in Northern Ireland, 

in the Journal of the Commonwealth Lawyers Association 

concurred with the following statement: 

 

The office of a judge is regarded by most members of 

the public as an office of honour, veneration, 

learning, wisdom, probity, prestige and power. 

 

This is the aura in which a judge is held, and the 

expectations of the public from such a judge are equally 

high.  There can be no doubt that his Honour will meet and 

exceed these expectations.  Once again, on behalf of the 

Western Australia legal profession and the Law Society of 

Western Australia, I congratulate his Honour on his 

appointment, his role and wish him well for the future.  

May it please the Court. 

 

QUINLAN CJ:   Thank you, Mr Mack.  Yes, Ms Taylor. 

 

TAYLOR, MS:   May it please the Court.  I acknowledge the 

Traditional Owners of the land on which we meet today, the 

Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation, and on behalf of the 

WA Bar Association, I pay my respects to their elders, past 

and present.  I acknowledge, with regret, that over the 

course of our shared history, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people have faced significant barriers to justice 

in our courts and tribunals.  It is my honour to speak on 

behalf of the WA Bar Association at this welcome ceremony 

for your Honour Justice Thomson, as a judge of this Court, 

a judge of Appeal and, of course, President of the Court of 

Appeal. 

 

 Your Honour has been appointed to fill the vacancy 

created by the Honourable Justice Michael Buss, who served 

tirelessly as a judge of the Supreme Court and judge of 

Appeal for 19 years.  His Honour led the Court as President 

with dedication for almost nine of those years, and I take 

this opportunity publicly to thank his Honour for his 

dedication to the running of the Court of Appeal during 

that time. 

 

 Now, your Honour is well-qualified to take the baton 

from President Buss.  It’s standing room only today.  The 

strong attendance at this welcome ceremony today is 

testament to the high regard in which your Honour’s 

judicial colleagues, former peers at the Bar, instructors, 
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leaders, juniors, clients, staff and friends all hold your 

Honour.  That high regard is well-deserved in your Honour’s 

case.  Having completed an accomplished academic career at 

the University of Western Australia and also at Oxford 

University, your Honour’s practice at the Bar that followed 

was as varied as it was accomplished. 

 

 It spanned a broad mix of public and private law, 

short and long trials, cases for big corporate clients, 

Government and private clients and also complex appeals.  

Having joined the Bar in 2001, your Honour developed a 

reputation for being highly intelligent, highly prepared 

and a go-to person for cases involving complex legal 

questions.  It was no surprise to anyone in the profession 

when in 2018, the then Attorney General John Quigley 

appointed your Honour as Solicitor-General. 

 

 In that role, your Honour worked with dedication, 

including through the COVID period, for the benefit of the 

State, and your Honour’s work on the Palmer and Mineralogy 

litigation is particularly noteworthy.  Your Honour led the 

team in those proceedings in complex constitutional 

litigation, resulting in a unanimous victory for the State 

of Western Australia. 

 

 Those in the profession have universally noted your 

Honour’s strong sense of public service and desire to 

contribute to the community.  The WA Bar is particularly 

grateful for your Honour’s service on Bar Council for 

several years during the period between 2001 and 2011, and 

as the list of committees and councils that my learned 

friends have referred to demonstrate, there are not many 

professional organisations in Western Australia on which 

your Honour has not served. 

 

 Your Honour has also demonstrated a commitment to 

diversity within the profession.  Your Honour often 

supported junior women barristers while at the Bar.  The 

Asian Australian Lawyers Association has asked me to 

communicate their support for your Honour’s appointment in 

these terms: 

 

On behalf of the Asian Australian Lawyers Association, 

we congratulate Justice Thompson on this well-deserved 

appointment.  Your Honour’s appointment is not only a 

reflection of your distinguished career and unwavering 

commitment to the law, but also a source of inspiration 

to our members.  We are especially grateful for your 

Honour’s longstanding support of the Association, and 
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we look forward to your continued leadership from the 

bench. 

 

Your Honour’s work in all of these facets of the law and 

public life has given rise to a significant community of 

admiring juniors and loyal instructors.  One lawyer who 

worked closely with you recalls that despite being the most 

junior member of a large team, from day one she always felt 

encouraged to contribute.  To use her words: 

 

He definitely took the approach of, “If you’re here 

it’s because you are good, and you have something to 

contribute.”  He always encouraged me to challenge his 

ideas and was willing to be persuaded of my position or 

incorporate the ideas of others. 

 

Several former colleagues have also mentioned your Honour’s 

patience and support for juniors and skill in making room 

for them to be heard.  Almost everyone who has worked with 

you has noticed your Honour’s habit of sending draft 

submissions for comment and then sending successive drafts 

before the rest of the team has had time to review and 

comment on the first version.  Indeed, your Honour’s 

instructors describe you as difficult to keep up with while 

being incredibly smart.  All of this is done in your 

Honour’s case, most admirably, in a completely paperless 

environment. 

 

 Your Honour’s skill at mastering multiple electronic 

devices is quite legendary.  Your Honour’s work ethic has 

been described as unparalleled.  Your Honour regularly 

works through the night before going for a run first thing 

in the morning.  But your Honour is not all about work in 

the law.  Your Honour is known to be extremely dedicated to 

your family.  Your Honour is also committed to fitness, 

regularly attending the gym and training for marathons.  

That said, one of your Honour’s friends in Francis Burt 

Chambers tells me that your running skills far exceed your 

cricketing skills. 

 

 It seems that cricket might be the only thing at which 

your Honour has not excelled.  That might be something of a 

sore point.  I’m told that it is.  But it does demonstrate 

that your Honour is not some kind of a superhuman, which 

really is for the best.  Above all, it is humanity which we 

want in the leaders of our courts and your Honour has that 

also.  At the retirement ceremony of former President his 

Honour Justice Steytler, his Honour remarked that: 
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Judging is not an easy occupation.  Judges never forget 

that their decisions affect the lives of ordinary 

people in a very direct and sometimes permanent way.  

They make their judgments according to the law, even if 

on occasions their wishes might be different.  In the 

nature of what they do, their decisions will usually 

upset someone and sometimes everyone.  They have to 

stand firm in protecting the principles and processes 

of the law, no matter how unpopular they might be. 

 

We’re all aware of the challenges that arise in performing 

the role that your Honour has now accepted and the 

commitment that it takes to perform it well, particularly 

within such a busy court.  We’re sure that your Honour has 

all of the qualities, experience, determination and 

humanity that we could hope for in the President of the 

Court of Appeal.  We congratulate you on this appointment, 

and we wish you best for the future. 

 

QUINLAN CJ:   Thank you, Ms Taylor.  Your Honour. 

 

THOMSON P:   Thank you.  Chief Justice, justices of this 

Court, judicial colleagues from other courts, Mr Attorney, 

distinguished guests, members of the legal profession, 

ladies and gentlemen, may I begin by echoing the 

acknowledgements of the Traditional Owners of the land upon 

which the Court is located.  I acknowledge the Traditional 

Owners, the Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation, and I pay 

my respects to their elders, past, present and emerging.  I 

also extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples here today. 

 

 At the outset, I would like to thank you, Mr Attorney, 

and the Government of Western Australia for having 

appointed me to this role.  I am profoundly grateful for 

the trust which has been reposed in me by reason of this 

appointment.  I would also like to say how pleased I am 

that you were appointed as Attorney General after the 

election earlier this year.  I look forward to you carrying 

your legal erudition as well as your genuine interest in 

people into the role. 

 

 I would also like to thank each one of you for making 

the time to come today.  Many of you here have personally 

supported me at various stages along the journey.  I 

mention some of you individually later in this speech.  

However, I anticipate that I may well have missed some of 

you.  It genuinely means a lot to me that so many of you 

have come today to show your support.  I would also like to 

thank Mr Mack and Ms Taylor for their contribution to these 
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proceedings, although I do feel compelled to say in 

response to Ms Taylor, I did play for my school’s second XI 

team. 

 

 I would specifically like to acknowledge the 

Honourable Malcolm McCusker AC CVO, and former Governor of 

Western Australia, who has taken the trouble to robe and 

appear today.  I have the highest respect for all that you 

have done and still continue to do for this State.  I 

recall acting as your junior counsel many years ago.  It 

was like watching a grandmaster chess player move 

instinctively in response to every play by our opponents. 

 

 Mr Sitesh Bhojani, who is the Chair of the Legal 

Services Council on which I sat for many years, has made 

the journey from Victoria to be here today.  Thank you.  I 

would also like to particularly mention Dr Eu-Jin Ang, who 

has been able to attend due to a serendipitous set of 

circumstances, although he usually lives in London.  Dr Ang 

was one of my closest school friends, and the rigour and 

clarity of his thinking on any issue, scientific or social, 

has always been an example for me.  His genuine friendship 

has had a lasting impact. 

 

 Having been appointed as President, it is appropriate 

that I say a few words about the Court of Appeal.  This 

division of the Supreme Court was created just over 20 

years ago.  In that time, it has had a unifying effect upon 

the law of this State.  It has ensured that there is 

consistency in the interpretation of statutes and in the 

development of the common law.  By achieving that 

consistency, it has introduced greater certainty into the 

administration of justice in this State. 

 

 As well, I think it has set an example both in the 

detailed and considered judgments which it has produced, as 

well as in the pace of production of those judgments.  

Leading by example has been an important part of its role.  

The creation of the Court of Appeal in this State has been 

an overwhelming success for the administration of justice 

in Western Australia.  A significant part of the credit for 

that success must be attributed to former presidents.  

President Steytler was known for his sharp intellect, 

combined with his humanity.  He was the architect behind 

the creation of the Court of Appeal. 

 

 His successor, President McLure, was also known for 

her sharp intellect, as well as her sharp wit.  Her term 

was followed by President Buss, who was appointed as 

President in 2016.  He was President for nine years and a 
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member of the Court of Appeal for 10 years before that.  

His influence is undeniable.  President Buss was well-known 

for his work ethic and methodical approach to legal 

analysis.  He was indefatigable, which is underlined by 

being the only President who has reached the statutory 

retirement age. 

 

 He almost always proved to be correct when taken on 

appeal to the High Court.  Not only did he uphold the 

reputation of the WA Court of Appeal, he ensured that it 

was well-known nationally for the quality of its precedent.  

Moreover, he personally shouldered the heaviest workload of 

the Court.  I would like to thank the other judges of the 

Court of Appeal for their warm welcome since I have joined.  

In the six weeks or so since I have commenced, I have 

observed that collectively, they are measured, dedicated, 

friendly, and compassionate, as well as uniformly 

exhibiting razor sharp legal analysis. 

 

 These are all critical traits for appellate judges who 

are invested with a very particular role as the final 

appellate court in this State.  The decisions of the Court 

of Appeal stand as law, subject only to the High Court’s 

intervention in a small number of cases.  The Court of 

Appeal is therefore critical in upholding the rule of law 

in this State.  I am certainly conscious of the gravity of 

the responsibilities of my new role.  A barrister once said 

that the English Court of Appeal was the only institution 

which had the privilege of being both rude and wrong 

simultaneously.  I will certainly try and avoid both of 

those adjectives in Western Australia. 

 

 While I’ve been reflecting specifically upon the role 

of the Court of Appeal, it is of course a division of the 

Supreme Court of Western Australia.  In that regard, I 

would like to acknowledge Chief Justice Quinlan.  He has 

been Chief Justice of this Court since the middle of 2018 

for about seven years.  In that time, he has stamped his 

authority upon this Court.  He has placed a substantial 

emphasis upon collegiality and the wellbeing of judicial 

officers.  As well, he has added his strong intellectual 

leadership to resolving difficult cases in a compassionate 

way. 

 

 I am grateful to serve on his Court and to have 

enjoyed his support in being appointed to this role.  I 

will particularly endeavour to follow his lead to ensure 

that collegiality and wellbeing are core principles in the 

Court of Appeal.  It is usual in a speech such as this to 

offer certain reflections about events which have affected 
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the new judge’s approach to the law and to thank those 

people who have influenced the new judge, both in law and 

generally.  I would like to do this. 

 

 From my perspective, there are many who I would like 

to thank for helping me along the way.  From your 

perspective, you may gain some insight into who I am and 

therefore how I may go about my new role.  From an early 

age, I thought that I would like to be a lawyer.  One 

reason for this is because I saw my mother studying law as 

a mature-age student.  When I was in primary school, there 

was a long car journey to school.  As I was the oldest 

child in my family, I sat in the front seat of the car. 

 

 Near my mother’s exam time, I was given a folder 

containing a list of authorities with the propositions for 

which they stood written neatly next to them.  I was 

expected to test her on these as she drove us to school.  I 

still recall names such as Re Palamas, the Ogopogo case, 

Wyong Shire Council v Shirt, and The Wagon Mound from these 

sessions.  As you can see, I recall more tort law than 

contract law. 

 

 When I went to university, I was indeed fortunate to 

have some excellent teachers.  One was Dr Jim Thomson.  He 

taught me enthusiasm for constitutional law, but as well, 

he constantly urged me to study overseas.  Both he and his 

wife Lynne remain firm friends.  Following the urgings to 

go overseas, I landed at Magdalen College in Oxford.  I 

learned much in restitution and trusts, corporate financing 

and corporate insolvency law whilst there.  However, I 

returned to public law in 1995 at the State Solicitor’s 

Office where my immediate cohort included Chief Justice 

Quinlan and Justice Lundberg. 

 

 The cohort immediately below us included Judge Laura 

Christian and Magistrate Dias.  I was also mentored by the 

Honourable Lindy Jenkins, Justice Smith and Justice 

Mitchell.  It was a formidable place to work.  After a 

further apprenticeship at the State Solicitor’s Office, I 

moved to the private bar commencing at Francis Burt 

Chambers.  I was very fortunate to come under the guidance 

of three of the great silks of the WA Bar in the first 

decade of this century, namely, Chris Zelestis, Michael 

Buss and Ken Martin.  They each had distinctive styles and 

taught me so much. 

 

 I later went on to co-author a book on interpreting 

contracts with Ken Martin and Leigh Warnick.  We all came 

to know each other when doing a long-running case in 
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Adelaide in 2002.  As you may gather from the fact that we 

wrote a book together, we became and remain good friends.  

During my time at the Bar, I appeared before many judges.  

There was a point in 2006 when I was appearing almost daily 

before the Honourable Robert French AC in the Federal Court 

on an urgent insolvency matter.  I learned a great deal 

about judicial conduct and patience. 

 

 Of course, I then later appeared before your Honour in 

the High Court on several cases.  Your Honour’s depth of 

knowledge and analytical insight rightly destined you for 

that role.  I am grateful for your attendance today.  After 

18 years at the Bar and becoming silk, I was appointed as 

the Solicitor-General of WA.  That began one of the most 

enjoyable periods of practice so far.  I relished the work 

in the High Court, which seemed to come thick and fast in 

the years between 2018 and 2022. 

 

 I also had the good fortune to work with John Quigley 

as the Attorney General.  He was a force of nature.  His 

desire to serve the public interest of the State of WA was 

always at the forefront of his decision-making.  He had a 

particular passion to ensure justice for Indigenous people.  

Without commenting upon your term so far, Mr Attorney, in 

my opinion, prior to the last election John Quigley was the 

finest Attorney General that this State has had within my 

memory. 

 

 There are certain other people I would like to thank 

for their friendship, counsel and support over the years.  

From within the legal profession, Theo Lampropoulos SC has 

been a solid friend and counsellor.  I have turned to him 

for advice in respect of many decisions.  Michael Collins 

has always been ready to offer a view on any matter I ask 

him about whether legal or non-legal.  Senator Varun Ghosh, 

who was once my pupil, is now a star in another firmament.  

Justice Vandongen was, for many years, my neighbour in 

chambers.  His friendship has been much valued. 

 

 Magistrate Dias has been a strong friend from even 

before we each commenced law more than half a lifetime ago.  

The Honourable Janine Pritchard has always offered me sound 

advice, often with penetrating, if not searing accuracy.  

Judge Hayley Cormann has been a valued friend.  There have 

been certain solicitors who have regularly fought large and 

complex legal battles with me.  James Wang from King & Wood 

Mallesons, and latterly, Juliana Jorissen, Amy Munro, and 

Travis Toemoe from there as well.  I am grateful that 

Travis Toemoe has travelled from Sydney to be here. 
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 Kirsty Sutherland from Corrs Chambers Westgarth 

briefed me on a receivership, which lasted over 10 years, 

while it has always been a pleasure to be briefed by her as 

well as also by Cameron Belyea from Clayton Utz.  I’ve 

found good friends in all of them.  I should also mention 

Justice Edelman, who could not be here today due to court 

sittings in Canberra.  I’ve admired his legal analysis from 

afar and enjoyed his company all too infrequently since the 

time when I was appointed as the Solicitor-General, which 

was soon after he became a Justice of the High Court. 

 

 Bret Walker SC is also unable to be here today as he 

is appearing in the same High Court sittings as has 

detained Justice Edelman.  I have juniored him and 

subsequently engaged in battle against him.  He has also 

been most generous in providing advice as required.  Then 

there are those who I have seen grow from juniors who 

assisted me as Solicitor-General.  Ms Madeleine Durand has 

excellent legal judgment.  She has become a firm friend.  

Mr Tristan Taylor has helped me to solve the most difficult 

and complex legal problems.  Ms Jan Ferreira has offered 

frank counsel and generally proved to be right.  She is a 

fine lawyer.  Ms Sophie Cullingford has quietly proved the 

value of reflecting on a legal problem. 

 

 Outside the legal profession, I have also had so many 

people who I’ve counted on for advice and support.  In 

particular, George and Chris O’Neil, Max and Patsy Graieg, 

and Stanley and Sue Jeyaraj.  I should also mention a group 

of medical friends, Rukshen Weerasooriya, Conway Tang, 

Andrew Lovegrove, and an old school friend, William Edmond.  

I can ring any of them at any time and have done so from 

time to time.  As well, my family of origin has been 

integral to shaping me.  I am so glad to have remained 

close to my sister, Susmita, and to my brother, Nathaniel, 

both of whom are here today.  They have been extremely 

generous with their time and resources and always ready to 

help. 

 

 Our close-knit relationship is a testament to my 

mother, who has always been there for us through every 

development, and as I have already mentioned, my interest 

in law came about through her at an early age.  I am so 

grateful for her efforts and guidance over a lifetime.  Of 

course, my own family has been the defining feature in 

allowing me to take the steps necessary to accept the 

present role.  I am so proud of each of my daughters who 

are here today.  They have become fine young women.  And my 

wife, Rae-Chi.  Thank you for all that you have done to 
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help me to reach this stage.  Each and every contribution 

which you have made to what has occurred today has been 

very much appreciated.  Thank you for allowing me to offer 

some personal reflections and opportunity to make some 

much-needed personal acknowledgements. 

 

 However, I am aware that this role is much more than 

the individual.  It is about the public institution of the 

Court and the need to uphold the rule of law in this State.  

Upon appointment six or so weeks ago, I was invested with 

judicial power.  That is the power to tangibly affect the 

rights and duties of those who come before the Court.  That 

power, in the hands of any judge, is constitutionally 

protected, as it should be.  That is no small thing, as 

there are times when it is inconvenient that judicial power 

should exist, and Parliament would rather that it was 

removed, at least to some extent. 

 

 I have taken an oath to faithfully serve the people 

and the State of Western Australia, and I have undertaken 

to do right to all manner of people according to law 

without fear or favour, affection or ill will.  I will use 

every effort to discharge my duties faithfully in 

accordance with that oath and help strengthen the 

administration of justice in Western Australia.  May it 

please the Court. 

 

QUINLAN CJ:   Thank you, Justice Thomson.  And that 

concludes this afternoon’s special sitting.  The Court will 

now adjourn. 

 

AT 4.54 PM THE MATTER WAS ADJOURNED ACCORDINGLY
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